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a-most interesting presentation portrait of Mr. Arthur Evans
the archaeologist (this is to be hung in the Ashmolean
Museum). Of several portraits by Mr. J. J. Shannon that
of Mis. Tekelheimer will be most admired ; Mr. George
Henry adds to his laurels as a painter of beautiful women
and has had great opportunities in his sitters ; Mr.
Christopher Williams sends a good likeness of Sir John
Williams ; Mr. Nowell is equally successful in a grave and

quiet portrait of Herr Paul David, the well-known director
of music at Uppingham School (a presentation portrait
from old pupils) ; Mr. Harold Waite in a portrait of
Mr. Justin McCarthy reproduces the almost painful
facial contortions of presbyopia with fidelity, but sacrifices
to that fidelity the grace of the picture ; Mr. William
Ranken’s extremely clever portrait of Mrs. Brown Potter
gives the well-known actress a chevelure of an almost

impossibly daring red ; Mr. Harris Brown’s portrait of Sir
Andrew Noble is a vigorous and thoughtful exploit ; and Mr.
Sargent continues to prove that he is the really great and
original portrait painter of them all. Mr. Sargent is not so
sensational or audacious as he has been on some occasions,
but the easy mastery with which he paints, his psychological
instinct, and his uncompromising candour are as well dis-
played as ever.
There is a notable absence of pictures telling any story or

illustrating any episode of particularly medical interest.
There are no sick-beds or ministering physicians and almost
no nude anatomical studies. The natural colour of the

healthy human being seems to be more widely recognised by
the exhibitors this year, for the involuntary presentments of
ansemia or jaundice, of which we have had formerly to
complain, are practically absent. One painter, Mr. Sigismund
Goetze, is determined to be in the van of the movement for
stimulating the natural method of the feeding of infants.
In a well-executed but banal allegory, entitled "Greatest of
These," the central figure is a lady suckling a child of four,
which is somewhat of a physiological exploit.

In the sculpture gallery there is an excellent bust by Mr.
Hope Pinker of the late Sir John Burdon Sanderson.

ASYLUM REPORTS.

The Lancashire Inebriates Reformatory, Langho, near

Blackburn (Third Annical Report of the Lancashire
Inebriates Acts Board).-At the beginning of 1906 there
were 120 persons under treatment in this institution.
During the year 36 were received, seven were released on
licence, one was transferred to Aylesbury State Reformatory,
and 14 were discharged on expiry of sentence. Although
there were many " mental defectives " none have been
certified as insane during the year. Only three persons have
been committed under Section 1 of the Inebriates Act, 1898.
Under this section any habitual drunkard who is convicted on
indictment of any offence punishable with imprisonment may
be committed to a reformatory, provided that the court is
satisfied from the evidence that the offence was committed
under the influence of drink or that drunkenness was a con-
tributing cause of the offence. Dr. F. A. Gill considers that
neither the cost of detention to the committing authority
nor lack of accommodation can be advanced as a reason for
the little use made of this section. Probably the chief
reason is the necessity for the indictment to higher courts-
a proceeding which involves delay and extra work. Dr.
Gill believes that more cases of attempted suicide might be
treated under this section with good results. He states that

larceny, violence to the person or property, and cruelty to
children are amongst the most common crimes, and perhaps
the most important of these from our point is the last. The
mothers generally do well after release and the benefit to
their husbands and their children is incalculable. Under
Section 2 of the Inebriates Act, 1898, any habitual inebriate
who commits any offence mentioned in the first schedule of
the Act-e g., being found drunk in a public place, drunk
and disorderly, &c.-and who within 12 months preceding
the date of commission of the offence has been convicted
summarily at least three times of any of the offences so
mentioned, may be sentenced to detention in a refcrma-
tory. Any person charged with an offence against this
section may refuse to be dealt with summarily and
may then be committed for trial on indictment. Fewer
cases have been committed under this section than in

tne two precearng years. The inmates are cnreny employees
in laundry work, needlework, wood-chopping, and farm work
of all kinds. Before leaving the reformatory on the expiry
of sentence every woman is offered assistance through the-
medium of one of the various societies which have kindly
offered to help in the important work of after-care. Dr-
Gill reports that with the help of the above and the police he
has endeavoured to keep in touch with all cases released,
and so far as he can ascertain their conduct is as follows :.

seven doing well, five cannot be traced, eight have relapsed,
and one has been convicted of crime but not for drunkenness.
With regard to the discharges, several of them throughout
their sentence showed the utmost indifference to their future-
welfare and would probably make little or no effort to keep
sober when discharged. Nine showed quite obvious

symptoms of mental defect and two are chronic in-
valids as well. Their previous convictions recorded an
average of 22’ 8 each. Dr. Gill states that regard-
ing the eight discharges who relapsed, it is a pity that
their sentences were only for two years, as another year
might have made all the difference between a cure and a
failure. In order to show the mental state of those who have
been under care in the reformatory since it was opened in
1904 Dr. Gill has drawn up a table which is well worthy of
consideration. He shows that 2’3 per cent. were insane,
7 6 per cent. were very defective, 50 per cent. were

defective, and only 39.7 per cent. were of average mental
capacity. Thus the proportion of mental defectives to the
total committed to the reformatory is over 60 per cent. Dr.
Gill gives the following as the mental characteristics of the
habitual drunkard: (1) an absolute disregard for truth ; 
(2) delusion of persecution ; (3) a sense of rectitude; and
(4) lack of self-control. The medical director concludes his
report by dis&eacute;ussing some of the various remedies for the
treatment of the habitual drunkard. Repeated short terms.
of imprisonment he considers to be worse than useless, for in a
very large proportion of the cases the individuals are mentally
defective. This fact is clearly demonstrated in the report of
the medical inspector under the Inebriates Act, 1898, for last
year, in which he gives the percentage of mentally defective
as over 62 per cent. Dr. Gill states that these figures show
up the true psychology of the police-court habitual drunkard
with startling vividness and should be seriously considered
by all who are so ready to denounce reformatories for their
apparent futility as curative institutions. He welcomes the
newer treatment in reformatories as scientific, humane, and
rational, for it is now possible to sift the material and thereby
to give the hopeful ones a chance and to protect the more
degenerate. A life of idleness is not advocated, for they
ought to contribute something towards th. ir maintenance and
this is better done under supervision and discipline than as
free agents. Dr. Gill considers that more might be done to
prevent the manufacture of drunkards by segregating the older
habitual drunkards and so withdrawing their evil influence
and example from corrupting others. Mental defectives are
not naturally drunkards but have acquired the evil habit as
the result of environment, and the pernicious element of
which is the association with other drinkers. This is shown

by the fact that there are few or no cases committed to the
reformatory from rural districts. Now rural districts have a
proportion of mental defectives as well as towns, but they
do not seem to be manufactured into inebriates as they are
in towns, the chief factor in this being probably the absence
of vicious environment and example. The only remedy for
the majority of the feeble-minded class of habitual drunkard
is permanent detention and as the law stands at present this
is impossible.

EAST-END MOTHERS’ LYING-IN HOME.&mdash;The
report for 1906 shows that this charity continues to do
excellent work ; 430 women were delivered in the home and
in the out-patient district 458 women were attended at their
confinements. Of 883 children born alive 11 died. There
were two deaths of mothers in the home and none in the
district. The number of out-patients attended Ehows a

decrease from the last report, which is attributed to the

poorer women being unable to meet the fee of 2s. 6d. charged
on each letter. At present the total Lumber of beds in the
home is 22 and it is desired to collect funds to increase this
accommodation. The annual meeting of governors will take
place on May 9th, at 4 30 P.M., at 17, Cavendish-square,
London, W., by kind permission of the Earl and Countes&
of Bessborough.


